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with herself. Erastus finds a justness or beauty in whatever she says or observes, that Laetitia herself was not aware of; and, by his assistance, she has discovered a hundred good qualities and accomplishments in herself which she never before once dreamed of. Erastus, with the most artful complaisance in the world, by several remote hints, finds the means to make her say or propose almost whatever he has a mind to, which he always receives as her own discovery, and gives her all the reputation of it.
Erastus has a perfect taste in painting, and carried Lsetitia with him, the other day, to see a collection of pictures. I sometimes visit this happy couple. As we were last week walking in the long gallery before dinner, ' I have lately laid out some money in paintings ', says Erastus. * I bought that Venus and Adonis purely upon Lsetitia's judgment; it cost me threescore guineas, and I was this morning offered an hundred for it.' I turned towards Lsetitia, and saw her cheeks glow with pleasure, while at the same time she "cast a look upon Erastus the most tender and affectionate I ever beheld.
Flavilla married Tom Tawdry; she was taken with his laced coat and rich sword-knot; she has the mortification to see Tom despised by all the worthy part of his own sex. Tom has nothing to do after dinner but to determine whether he will pare his nails at St James's, White's, or his own house. He has said nothing to Flavilla since they were married which she might not have heard as well from her own woman. He, however, takes great care to keep up the saucy, ill-natured authority of a husband. Whatever Flavilla happens to assert, Tom immediately contradicts with an oath by way of preface, and, ' My dear, I must tell you, you talk most confoundedly silly.' Flavilla had a heart naturally as well disposed for all the tenderness of love as that of Lsetitia, but as love seldom continues long after esteem, it is difficult to determine, at present,